THE ninety-third meeting of the association will be held in Metropolitan Boston, beginning on Wednesday, December 27, 1933. While this is regarded as the fifth Boston meeting, it is actually the sixth time that the association has met in the Boston-Cambridge area, the second meeting having been held in Cambridge in 1849.
For the 1933 meeting the official headquarters will be at the Hotel Statler, Boston, where the first general session, as well as a number of special events of importance, will be held. All the fifteen sections and a large number of associated and affiliated societies will meet at this time. While Boston as a political unit is a city of approximately 800,000 people, the thirty cities and towns of the metropolitan area, all within a radius of fifteen miles, make the real or "greater" Boston the fourth city of the United States in population, with two and a quarter million people. Its commercial significance, based on the essential industries of wool, cotton, boots and shoes, paper, machinery, etc., is also well known.
Its beautiful park system, excellent harbor, ease of access to mountain, seaside and charming rural districts need only be mentioned at this time. To those who will attend the Boston meeting this year under winter conditions its significance as an educational and scientific center will perhaps be the chief fact of importance, for Boston is the greatest educational center of the western world, including within its limits or within a radius of 50 Each registrant receives a copy of the General Program, an identification card and a badge. Registration is necessary to obtain validation of certificates for reduced railway fares. Each registrant is entitled to the validation of his own railway certificate. At the registration desk reservations may be made for all excursions and banquets. The registration desk will also handle all mail, telegrams, etc., and furnish information as desired.
GENERAL SESSIoNS
The public program of the meeting will be opened on Wednesday evening, December 27, at 8: 30 by the first general session, which is to be held in the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Statler. Dr. Henry Norris Russell, president-elect, will preside. The association will be duly welcomed to Boston by speakers representing the city and its major educational institutions, to which welcome President Russell will respond. He will then introduce Dr. John Jacob Abel, retiring president, who will deliver his address, "On Poisons and Disease, and Some Experiments with the Toxin of the Bacillus tetani." At the close of the formal program the local committee is to tender a reception to the officers and members of the association on behalf of the city and cooperating institutions. This reception will be held in the Hotel Statler and will be participated in by citizens of Boston and vicinity invited by the local committee as well as by all members of the association and its affiliated societies and all others registered for the -meeting.
On Thursday evening at 8: 30 will be given the annual Sigma Xi address. SOCIAL EVENTS The joint smoker of the biological societies, which is listed this year for 9 to 11 P. M., Thursday, has long been one of the major social features of the meetings. As usual, the event has been timed so as to avoid conflicts with items announced for early evening hours.
In accordance with the established sequence the Sigma Xi dinner is scheduled for Thursday evening before the Sigma Xi address. Other dinners which have also been located on Thursday evening are those of societies in the fields of astronomy, ecology, entomology, mathematics, plant physiology and phytopathology. On Friday evening group dinners are announced for anthropology, botany, chemistry, horticulture, psychology and education and zoology. Sat The American Association of Economic Entomologists will begin its sessions on Wednesday and close on Saturday morning. It will hold a symposium on the subject of arsenical substitutes and spray residues. The public address will follow the dinner on Thursday evening.
The Section on Botanical Sciences (G) and its affiliated societies will meet on Deember 28, 29 and 30. A joint session with the Botanical Society of America, the American Phytopathological Society, the American Society of Plant Physiologists and the Mycological Society of America is planned for Thursday afternoon. The retiring vice-presidential address will be followed by a series of invitation papers. Professor M. L. Fernald, of Harvard University, will speak on some beginnings of specific differentiation in plants. Professor R. B. Thomson, of the University of Toronto, will present his ideas concerning the organization of the young vascular plant. Professor A. J. James, of Cornell University, will discuss modern view-points and tendencies in the morphology and classification of vascular plants.
The Botanical Society of America plans joint sessions as follows: (1) with Section G and affiliated societies, on Thursday afternoon; (2) with the Ecological Society of America on Friday afternoon; (3) with the American Society of Naturalists, Genetics Society of America and the American Society of Zoologists on Saturday afternoon. Meetings of the sections of the society will occupy the forenoons. The Systematic Section plans a symposium on the general subject of "New Approaches to Taxonomy" and includes trips to the Arnold Arboretum and Gray Herbarium in its program. The annual presidential address by G. J. Peirce, of Stanford University, will be presented after the dinner on Friday evening.
The American Society of Plant Physiologists will hold a joint session with the American Society for Horticultural Science on Friday morning. The society's business session is to be held in the afternoon of this day. At the annual dinner of the society on Thursday evening, a distinguished plant physiologist will be honored by a Charles Reid Barnes life membership. In the mornings and afternoons of December 28 and 30 papers will be read by members of the society.
The Mycological Society of America will hold a joint session with the American Phytopathological Society and an-other with Section G. The retiring president will address the society at its first regular session on Friday. Immediately afterward a short business session will be held. The other sessions will be given to the reading of mycological papers. The American Phytopathological Society plans joint sessions as follows: (1) with Section G and other botanical societies on Thursday afternoon; (2) wi-th the Mycological Society on Friday and (3) with the Potato Association of America on Saturday. On Thursday afternoon will be held the annual conference on extension work. Friday morning will be devoted to a report of the temporary committee on quarantines appointed at Chicago and a general discussion of the "Biological Basis of Plant Quarantines."
The societies related to the Sections on Zoological Sciences (F) and on Botanical Sciences (G) have announced attractive programs. The Ecological Society of America plans a joint session with the Botanical Society of America on Friday afternoon. On Saturday forenoon a symposium on "Oceanography," with Dr. T. Wayland Vaughan, Dr. S. A. Waksman, Dr. W. C. Allee and Dr. George L. Clark as the speakers, is listed. The annual dinner of the society will be held on Thursday evening, followed by the presidential address by Professor E. B. Powers, of the University of Tennessee. General sessions will be held on Thursday forenoon and afternoon and Saturday afternoon. Friday morning will be devoted to a business session.
The Genetics Society of America will hold regular sessions for the reading of papers on Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings. Afternoons will be devoted to informal discussion and demonstrations at the new Biological Institute and to attendance at various symposia. An excursion is being planned to the Bussey Institution, in order that those interested may have an opportunity of seeing the work carried on there.
The American Society of Naturalists is again sponsoring the annual Biologists' Smoker on Thursday night. The annual symposium, a joint session with Sections F and G, including the Botanical Society of America, the American Society of Zoologists and the Genetics Society of America, will be held on Saturday afternoon; the topic is "Biology and Society." The program includes a celebration of the 492 SCIENCE have been planned. Thursday morning will be devoted to a discussion on "Anthropology as a Discipline." Friday morning will be given over to a symposium on "Anthropology and the Child," and the afternoon session to a discussion on "Anthropology and History." The Saturday morning session will center upon the consideration of "Anthropology and the Community."
The Seetion on Psychology (I) will meet from December 28 to 30. The sessions will be open for contributed papers.
The Section on Social and Economic Sciences (K) will meet on December 27, 28, 29 and 30. The Wednesday morning session will treat of the slum program. On Thursday morning a sociological session is planned, with the major paper by Professor P. A. Sorokin, of Harvard University. The joint session with the Section on Chemistry (C) on Thursday afternoon will be opened by a paper by Dean W. B The preliminary announcement of the Section on Engineering (M) will be a subject of special note to be published later.
The Section on Medical Sciences (N) will meet on December 27, 28, 29 and 30. On the first two days symposia on "Pneumonia," "Sociology and Medicine," "Tuberculosis," "Appendicitis" and "Typhoid Carriers" will be held. On December 29 there will be a joint meeting with the American College of Dentists. On December 30 the meeting will be given over to a joint session with the American Society of Parasitologists.
The Section on Agriculture (0) 
